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You concealed Yourself, we panicked;

For one small moment, You withdrew.
Return to us, so we can feel your presence.
Father, Your absence pains us.

Evil forces gathered against us,

And broke through our walls to our towers.

We had come to celebrate Simchat Torah;

We read: “You shall possess the coast and the south”

Sons leave their mothers:

“May God make you like Ephraim and Menashe.
May God protect you from all evil.”

My son, your absence pains me.

Israel is a blessed nation;
Who is like you (lIsrael)?

A nation protected by God,
Your defender, your salvation:

“With everlasting favor, | will have mercy upon you

| have loved you with eternal devotion.

This Chanukah (Zot Chanuka) | will gather you in

This eighth day will provide solace for the eighth day (of Sukkot).”

Our Fortress, our Rock of Salvation,

Stand up for us in this time of hardship!

Fight our fight!

And return our children to the sanctuary of their homes.

Avenge those we have lost,

And take up the voice of our yearning.
Strengthen the hearts of our hostages.
Brothers, your absence pains us.



